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STATES RECEIVE $25 MILLION IN FEDERAL AID FUNDS FOR 
SPORT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESTORATION 

State programs for the restoration and development of sport fishing and 

wildlife in the 48 States will have their biggest year in fiscal year 1958 with 

the apportionment of $25,130,000 in Federal aid funds, Assistant Secretary of 

the Interior Ross Leffler announced today. 

This represents an increase of $4,068,000 over the previous high apportion- 

ment of $21,062,000 in 1957. 

On the basis of one dollar from the State for every three of Federal funds, 

$32.5 million will be available to State conservation departments for their fish 

and game programs in fiscal year 1958. 

The combined Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration program is admin- 
istered by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife of the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, approved 
September 2, 1937, popularly known as the Pittman-Robertson Act, was designed to 
help check the depletion of the Nationts wildlife and stimulate its restoration. 
The Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, or Dingell-Johnson Act, approved August 
9, 1950, was enacted to help the States solve their sport-fishery problems. 

Sport fishing programs will receive $6 million in 1958. Wildlife restoration 
projects will have $19,130,000 which includes the third 20 percent--$2,693,494-- 
of the accumulated backlog of Federal aid funds, In 1955 the Congress authorized 
the appropriation, over a five-year period, of the reserve of $13,467,468 which 
had accumulated from 1939 to 1946 when Congress did not appropriate total receipts 
annually from the excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition, 

The wildlife total in 1958 is an increase of $2,894,000 over last year% 
apportionment of $16,236,000. The amount available for sport fishery projects is 
$1,174,000 greater than the 1957 total of $4,826,000. 



Under the Pittman-Robertson Act, the total appropriation of $20,008,122 
include8 $126,000 set aside for wildlife restoration in Alaska ($90,000) Guam 
($12,000), Puerto Rico ($12,000), and the Virgin Ielande ($12,000) and 8752,122 
for the administration of the Act0 The total regrJat appropriation represents 
the entire amount credited to the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Fund during 
the preceding fiscal year from the 11 percent Federal excise tax on sporting 
arm8 and ammunition levied on the manufacturers, 

The revenue for the Federal share of the sport fish restoration program 
comes from the 10 percent exaise tax on fishing rods, oreels, reels, artificial 
lures, baits, and fliee a8 paid by the manufacturer8 of theee products. Collec- 
tions from this 8ouroe during the year ended June 30, 1957* amounted to 
$6,404,564, From this total is taken the annual apportionment8 of $75,000 to 
Alaska, $10,000 each to Guam, Puerto Rioo, and the Virgin Ielands, and $299,564 
to cover the administration of the Act, 

In 1958, for the first time, Guam became eligible to participate in these 
program benefits a8 the re8d.t of an amendment to the organic act of Guam paSSed 
on August 1, 1956* Also, as the result of an amendment to the two Federal Aid 
ACt8, dated July 2, 1956, Hawaii wa8 granted State status for apportionment 
purposes. 

The formula prescribed for use by the Fish and Wildlife Service in making 
State allOtmentS for wildlife project8 ier One-half of the 8wn to be apportioned 
is divided according to the ratio which the area of each State bear8 to the area 
of all the States. The remaining half is divided on the ratio of paid hunting 
licenee holders in each State to the total number of paid license holders in 
all States, 

The Pittman-Robertson Act also provides that no State shall receive more 
than five percent, nor less than one-half of one percent, of the total amount 
available to all the States. On this basic, Michigan and Texas are given the 
maximum apportionment this year of $956,500 each, while Connecticut, Deleware, 
IJew tipahire, Rhode I8land, Vermont and Hawaii receive the minimUm of $95,650 
each, 

To provide fair distribution of Federal funds for sport fishery projects, 
40 percent of the sum to be apportioned ia computed in the ratio which the area 
of each State, including coastal and Great Lakes waters, bear8 to the total area 
of all the States, and 60 percent in the ratio which the number of paid sport 
fiehing license holder8 in the State bear8 to the number of such persons in all 
the States, 

The Dingell-Johnson Act al80 provides that no State8 shall receive less than 
one percent nor more than five percent of the total funds apportioned to all 
States, This provision allows the small State8 enough working capital to finance 
comparatively big projects, This year, California, piichigan, and MiMe8Ota are 
given the maximum apportionment of $300tOO0 each, while Connecticut, Del&fare, 
Maryland, k88aChU8ett8, New hempahire, New Jerse 
Virginia, and Hawaii will receive the minimum of 5 

Rhode Ieland, Vermont, West 
bO,OOOe 



To obtain the benefits of the Federal grants, the States submit project 
proposals to the Fish and Wildlife Sex-&e, Suoh proposals may consist of SW- 
veys, investigations, land acquisitions, land and water development, management 
of restoration areas, and maintenance of the completed projects, Acting for the 
Secretary of the Interior, the Service reviews these proposals to determine 
whether they are substantial in character and design, within the meaning of the 
Acts, 

When Federal Aid project8 are approved by the Service, the State fish and 
game departments proceed to carry out the plans, spending their own Z'undds, The 
States then submit reimbursement claims for 75 percent of the costs of the project, 
either periodically or at the oompletion of the work. The remaining 25 percent 
of project expenditure is finanoed out of regular State funds, All equipment, 
lands, and structures become the property of the States. All project workers are 
hired by the States and are State employees. 

Apportionments to the 48 States for fiscal. year 1958 for both fish and 
wildlife projects are attached, 
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